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| ADV ERTISEMENTT. 


: T 0 whie 15 related in the Jntridattory part of the ' 


Sermon it may be proper to add — that the Book - 


Society there referred to, meet every fortnight duri mg 
the winter and bring months, in the Veſiry-room, 
re here their Library is kept, for tranſacting their I. - 


ines, and that the minijler gives them a lecture each 
night, — that this Sermon was at firſt defigned for the 


Commencement of the courſe this ſeaſon, but upon further 
conſideration it was judged proper to preach it to the 


whole ci ngregation on a Lord's Day, and that it is n 


IE by the defire, and for the benefit of the ſociety, = 


7) 


fm the ſale of it, to increaje ther li: rary. 


Whatever may: be men's ideas of the peculiar doftrines be 

: of the goſpel, the Author has no doubt bnt every g208. 
5 man, of every. denomination, will approve of the gene- 1 
ral defign of this diſcourſe. Who that has the happi- 
neſs of mankind at heart, does not lament the ignorance 
religion ſo generally pre: valent ; and eſpecial; 'y among | 
youth ? Numbers read none : Others thoje ruinous pro- 
Auctions, novels, romances, &c. and not a few, 
13 perverted by error, embrace ſcepticiſm or avowed in; fe- 
h. Real, ſerious, perſonal religion. the one ing 8 
need ful, is baſely overlooked. The few tooks mentioned | 
are only a ſmall number of thoje which the nuthor judges. 
calculated to afſift in promoting this end. Senſible that _ 
this diſcourſe has its imperfections, ! vet conſcious of the in- 

_ zeprity and purity of bis intentions, the Author bu by 


ſubmits it to public inſpection, and fer vent y dejires log 
2 "gp ing of Cod may attend it. 


o Thoſe uje the Profits will be afplied, if any — - 
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i is now a lirtle more than two years s fince I cal- | 
led the attention of this congregation to a very {1 
important ſubject, namely, The religious education 1 
of youth. * During that period which may be de- {i 


nominated youth, as diſtinguiſhed from infancy and 
childhood, I particularly recommended attention o 55 


their reading. I adviſed you not only to gvard them ö 
againſt ſuch pernicious books as often prove fata to „„ 4 
their morals and future well- being, but alſo to put 1 


into their hands luch as might en dare your verbal . 
inſtructions, lead them to venerate our Holy Scrip- = 


God and religion. To affiſt you in this good work 


I propofed @ common library, ſupported by ſubſeriptions 3 1 
in ſmall rweekly or monthly | parments, jubject fo proper 
regulations. | have had the happinets to ſee this 


take place, and the good effects of it are already 1 
experienced. It bas fer its object the improve. —_ 

ment of the mind and heart, the diſſeminating of -- 
rip | 5 


Jun. 1, 1790. from Prov. x. I, 


C " — . 8 — 
” * 1 _— — 22 Yi 
en — bo 


4 2% ne wh —— . — , — r * * 
— 1 4 5 — - — * — EE Lag X = WR 
— Jg (1 —B . » ˙ 5-6 
| mn — 2 . 


£33 


ſcriptural ideas of evangelical truth, and the ad- 


__ vancement of rational piety and pure morality. 


Theſe cannot be too extenſively known, or too 
- generally regarded. I have reaſon to think that 
this is a ſubject flill too little attended to. There 
are many, I fear, who do not avail themſelves of the 
advantages which they might enjoy; and others who 


read with little prom for want of judgment in the 5 
choice of books. On theſe and other accounts ! 
0 purpoſe to devote this morning to diſcuſs the ſubject 


reading . books 1 in order to mental and 2 | 
5 improvement. 


The words of my text 5 not indeed directly 


expreſs what L defign, and at firſt fight appear to 
have only a very remote connection with the ſubs _ 
e. But upon a cloſer inſpection they will be 


found to contain or imply what is ſufficient to my 
preſent purpoſe. I have not choſen them from the 


vanity of ſingularity, but becaule they immediately 
preſented themlelves to my mind when thinking, 


vRon. the ſubject, and nothing more proper after. 
wards occurred. This is all my opology- Let us 
proceed to conſider them. — 
| They are the words of the great avollie- in an 
inſpired epiſile, written during his ſecond impriſon- 


mueent at Rome, Then he was ready to be offered, and 
the time of bis departure was at hand, Whatever 


came from ſuch a man, under theſe circumſtances, 
may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to contain inſtruction. 

Through the apoſtaſy of Demas, and the engage- 

ments of others, no miniſters were now with 
him but Luke the evangeliſt. On this account 


be deſired Timothy to 80 all diligence to come 10 
ms him 


(72) 


— The cloak that I left at Troas with Carpus, when 


_ thou comeſt, bring with thee, and the books, bat 


h eſpecially the parchments. 


| This paſſage bas been the innocent occaſion of . 
pe vain ſpeculation and idle conjecture. This 

cloak has, by ſome, been taken for a cheſt of books, 
by others for a conſular cloak; ſome have thought 

it might be a gown and caſſack, and others a monk's 


cowl, It is enough to ſay that the moſt natural 


* conjecture is, that it intends a warm garment or a 
winter cloak, ſuch as might be ſerviceable to a pri- 
ſoner the enſuing winter, ver. 21. As to the books 
| and parchments conjecture has been equally extra- 
| vagant, There is no juſt realon however to reſtrain 
them to the ſacred writings. It is not likely that 
our apoſtle would leave theſe behind him. And 
| fince we know from his writings and the hiſtory " 7 
| the Ads of the Apoſiles, that he read many books, 2 
| both Jewiſh and heathen, beſide the Holy Scrip- EN 
| tures, moſt likely theſe were ſuch books of mere 
human compolure as had been uſeful ro him. By 
| the parchments ſome underſtand a common- place Sy 
| book. Such compoſitions are certainly uſeful.— 
| For any thing we know, they might be ſomething 5 
of this kind. But leaving the uncertain ground of 
| conjecture, let us attend to a few plain facts and 
| obſervations taken from the text and its connection, 
| and ſupported by other parts of the ſ:cred hiſtory. . 
I. Paul, when he wrote this epiſtle, was a pri- YN 


1 for the goſpel's ſake, in the imperial city; 
having been called by Divine Providence from his 


lim ſhortly, and to bring Mark, the evangeliſt, I 
ſuppoſe, along with him. And in my text he adds 


books | 
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an improved mind, lived in the cloſeſt commu- 


proevement. He read the facred Scriptures and 


$43. 


books and friends at Troas, a city in the neigh. 
bourhood of ancient Troy. Hence learn to make 
the beſt uſe of your friends, your books, and your 
parchments, while you are with them; ſince none 
of us knows how ſoon he may be ſeparated from 
them. And ſhould we ever be expoſed to ſuffer or 
abandon our religion, let us 4mitate this great man, 
and neither be aſhamed'of bonds or impriſonments 
for the Redeeiner's ſake. : 
2. Even when Paul was in- priton, this epiſtle 
and others ſhew his abundant zeal in the cauſe of 
religion, while the words of my text prove thar 
; he was not wholly inattentive to his own concerns. 
Ile ſent not only for Fimothy and Mark to help him 
- in 5 this miniſtry, but for his cloak, his books, and his 
parchments, Learn hence, that zeal and activity in 8 
the cauſe of religion is not inconſiſtent with a mo- 

derate and ſubordinate attention to our private con- 
cerns. The real chriſtian is undoubtedly a man of 
public ſpirit, of benevolence, and difintereſted 
5 friendſhip. It does not however follow from theſe i 
e thitiples that he is to be regardleſs of bis perſonal. 5 

and domeſtic affairs. Fs . 
3. Ibe apoſtle was a man of great talenits, had 


nion with his God, 'and richly enjoyed the conloia- 
tions of Divine Grace. He was not however, even 
im priſon, inattentive to the ordinary means of im- 


ether book; and ſent for them for this very purpoſe. 
Here, my friends, let you and I learn our duty,— 
Let us improve our minds, not only by reading 
the b. eee but allo by reading ſuen works as 

| Are 


"TL 


are uſeful to | underſtand them, and etlarge bu 


| ideas of their ſacred truths and duties. This is the 
object I have | in view; the fact and obſervation 4 
intend further to prosecute. : This 1 ſhall attempt, 
I. By explaining and proving it to he our duty: 
II. Give a few directions for conducting it: and 
III. Enforce tlie practice; or perſuade yon to imi- 
lis this great and holy man in making the beft aje 


bf your books and your parchments. 7 


I. By reading then I do not mean ian 


| you rſelvesin elocution; orthe artofreading withpro · 


Ptriety and Sracefulnefs. This is an object deſerv- 
ing the attention of all, and of youth more eſpe- 
ckially, ſince it is both ornamental and uſeful, al- 
= fording pleaſing edification to ourſelves and others. 1 
But this is not my province to teach. I need only 
= obſerve, that by reading good authors, obſerving. 
kD good ſpeakers, and having recourſe to the laws of 


5 Wan you, will conſiderably e in 


| By reading, Tnow * peruſing of books TY b 
eh attention and care as will bring you to under- 


= ſtand the meaning and defign of an author, ac- 


5 quaint you with his ſentiments, the ſtrength or 


| weakneſs of his arguments, the truth or falſehood. 


of the whole, Now it is not only granted, but con- 


tended for with earneſineſs, that the Holy Sciin. 


| tures are the only fure and certain ſource of pure and 
undefiled religion; which we muſt conſtantly read, 


and by which we muſt finally determine both our 


& eed and our conduct. J am however of opinion, 


that we not only may, but that it is our duty, as we : 


have ee, to read ſuch books as OI . 
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illuſtrate the hiſtory, the facts, the dockrines, pro- 
miſes, and precepts of the Bible; which will in- 
ereaſe our knowledge, confirm our faith, regulate 
our paſſions and our lives. I ſhall not give you 


many reaſons for a ſentiment almoſt univerſally ad- 
mitted, and which, if facts be allowed in proof of 


the legality of actions, no denomination of chriſti- 


ans, of which I have heard, deny. To me the fol- 
: —__ arguments appear conclufive := - 
We are, in many places of the Bible, requi- 
805 to read and meditate in it, in ordet to under- 


tand it; and our bleſſed Lord eſpecially exhorts us, 5 


Search the Scriptures, &c. * The ſacred Scriptures _ 
are to be read both publicly and privately, in the 


: family and the cloſet, and that by all chriſtians. If R 
not, why are they given us? Or if all are not to 


read them, why enjoin it upon us? Theſe we re- = 
commend to you, as the firſt objects of your ſtudy, 5 
the foundation of your faith and hope, and your 


perfect rule of life. Nothing would give me more 
pain than to think that your library drew ATOP 5 
N attention from the Sacred Volume. 


Tou are not however to look upon them i in a ſaper- 7 
ſtitious light, as if they were to operate like a charm. 
You are to read them, in order to underſtand them; 


for they can never operate where they are not known, 


In many reſpe&s I grant they are their own inter- 
preters. I would adviſe you to read the pentateuch 
and the four evangeliſts, with care, and compare 

9 part with another, to perceive their divine ori- 

ginal; in which you will be confirmed by a careful 


John v. 30. e 
417 pe- 


n 


peruſal and compariſon of the prophecies with them. 

The doctrine of providence will be learned in the 
hiſtorical books of the Old Teſtament; the conſtitu- 
tion and government of the chriſtian church from 


the Acts of the Apoſtles ; the books of Job, Pſalms, 


| Proverbs, the Song of See and the Lamenta- 
tions of Jeremiah, will illuminate the paths of af- 

fliction, devotion, and morality ; and the Epiſtles of 
the New Teftament will explain the chriſtian doc- 
trine, temper and conduct. If, however, you are to 
ſearch the ſcriptures with a view to underſtand, to 
= believe, and obey them, this injunction will in- 
dlude, by implication, your duty to uſe all means 
conducive to this end. Of this kind are the book. 

3 which recommend to you to read. Certainly then 

you ſhould have recourſe to thoſe books and parch- 


ments which facilitate the Knowledge of the woes 1 


5 Scriptures, - 


2. The ardinary i means ook propagating the know- . 
1 ledg ge of religion, i is by preaching the word, ex plaining 
and enforcing its doctrines and precepts. This was 
uſed occafionally by extraordinary. prophets under 


the law; and is expreſsly eſtabliſhed under the goſ- 


1 pel. All preaching was not confined to inſpired _ 
men. Ir is not performed by any who can lay 
claim to divine inſpiration now, The apoſtles per- 
formed their commiſſion as well by writing + 
| preaching, And ordinary miniſters now do the 
ſame. Many have a ralent for edifying the church 
in this way, who never were called to preach the 
goſpel. Beſides, are not they who are ſet for the _ 
| defence of the goſpel, called upon by providence, 


5 and their conduct Jones both LA reaſon and lerip- 


ture, 
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tore, to \ defend ; it from the preſs ? And what is 3 . 


80 religious book, but a written fermon. 
If then it is our duty to attend upon e 
public inſtructions i in the faith, hope, and obedience 
of the goſpel, it myſt be our duty alſo to attend to all 
other means of inſtruction which providence affords, 
and which are conducive to the ſame ends. Read. 


: ing and heating are diſtin, but not oppoſite to, or 0 
ſubverſive of, each other. On the contrary, they are 


| mutually ſubſervienr; and each has its peculiar uſe- 

tulnets. Religious truth propagated by preaching, 
and obtained by hearing, is generally more ener- 

getic, affecting, and perſuaſive; while that acquired 


by reading is more clear and accurate. And when 


; ever faith comes by hearing, by a6 ht XY it will be 
5 increaſed and confirmed. 


3. Ought we not all to improve our bende 24 1 


our hearts? Does pot the knowledge and pradicè 
of religion concern every man? And is it not our 


5 duty to avail ourſelves of all the means which : 
7 Divine Providence affords us for this end? This 


5 cannot be diſputed by reaſonable, virtuous men. 


Religious books, or books and parchments, explaining, : 

; defending, and enforcing truth and righteouſnels, | 
are means of this kind, and ought to be regarded 
5 this light. Since | printing was invented, copies 
of the ſacred books have been multiplied, oth; in 


” the original and vulgar languages, and may be had : 


At a trifling expence. Numbers of excellent tre- 


tiles upon religious ſubjects have been publiſhed. . 
be ſources of information are now opened in ſuch 
a plentiful variety, and the rivulets of knowledge ; 


- fo N —— chat when collected, they 
1 " | 


form = 


- 


* 


. form one mighty torrent, powerful enough to 


cleanſe our land from the filth of ignorance, inſi - 
delity and vice, which ſo greatly diſhonouts it, 
vould men but come and waſh in this river of know- | 
ledge. If, however, the multitude neglect it, it is 
nevertheleſs our duty to drink of the'wirghs of life 


which flow ſo copiouſly. 16 Hoff 
8 Ought not the — of che wilr and good, 


in all that is virtuous, to be imitated by us? In 
every age they made uſe of their bogks and their 
parchments. Had not Moſes availed himſelf of 
| ſuch means of information, would he have been 
learned in all the wiſdom of the Egyptians, * then the 
moſt knowing people in the World? And why —_ 
| Solomon + compoſe fo many moral, poetic, and 
philoſophical works, if the Hehreus had read no 
books but the ſacred writings : ? But Uhaſten to the 
example of the great apoſtle in my text. Divinelß 
Inſpired as he was, he made uſe of his books and his 
| 2 Several paſſages of the Holy 2 9 i 


tures J give a teſtimony of his extenſive reading 


and his wol ks are a proof of the holy uſe which he : 
made of it. And though we find he ſometimes 
Was called from the ordinary ſources of informa- 
tion and entertainment; yet when he had opportu- 
| pity and leiſure he ſent for them. pen thou com- 
2p et bring with thee the books, but eſpecially the parch- 
| ments. In a word, you never heard of, you never 
knew a man of knowledge, religion, and virtue, 
who was not in proportion to theſe, and to the age 
in which * tiyed; 2 man of reading, Did theſe, 5 


2 2 Adds v vi. 23 ĩ r Kings) iv. 29 —33 Prov. xxv. 1. 
f As Fyii, 17s 18—28. 4 Cor. XV 3 3. Tit. i 1. 12. Acts xxü, 3. 
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did all theſe men of ſuch e grace and good - 
neſs, piety and heavenly-mindedneſs, make uſe of 
ſuch helps, and ſhall we negled or deſpiſe them ? 

Did they profir by them, and ſeek to profit us, and 
| ſhall we gain nothing by their labour? Did the a- 

= poſile co nmand Timothy. to give attendance to reads - 
ing, * and ſhall we, in an age when ſuch Proviſion | 5 


is made for it, pay no regard to it? 


| "Salas I diſaifs his view as; my luhject, it may 
be proper to reply to the principal objections which 


2 have or may be made againſt ; it. Theſe are, — 


1, Thar reading religious books draws off men's 


1 attention n the Sacred Scriptures, and public = 


Prenching- 


Of my veneration for. the Holy Seriprares ud 
2 the public miniſtry. of the word, you can have no 


3 doubt; and forry ſhould 1 be to ſay any thing, or 
___ adviſe to any thing, that might have the remoteſt 


_ tendency to diminiſh your attention to theſe, But re- 
member I am only adyifing you to read other books 
to enable you to underſtand your Bibles better, and 
to read them with more pleaſure and advantage, 
and this objection will difappear. Alſo attend to 
facts. On this ſacred day, deſtined both by divine 
appointment and civil regulations to the ſervice of 
5 religion, are one half af the nation, or of any pa- 
riſh in it, attending to the reading of ser ipture, and 


hearing of ſermons? In what are the reſt engaged? 
What has kept them from their Bibles and the houſe 


ot God? i it reading of een books? ) Some = 


* Tim. iv. 3. 5 0 . 
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of this numerous body of grusel abfenters % from 4 


tbe public ſervices of religion, when queſtioned upon 


the ſubject, would have you believe they contult 
their Bible and good books at home. The truth i is, 


that in moſt, this is a mere excuſe, a covert for in- 

dolence and idleneſs. Alas! they are purſuing very 
different objects; and if they do read, their reading 
is of à kind very different from that which I recom- 
niend. Thoſe who read religious books, are the 
5 5 who are always moſt 3 in reading the 


ible, and hearing the goſpel. 


2. Perhaps ſome will object, chat as the Sacred 8 
Scriptures are the pure fountain of unadulterated 


truth, and all human compoſitions fallible, ſuch 


books may become the occalion of ee men 
into err - 


To this it will be ſuffici cient to thy aden ignorance 8 
. ob Scripture is one chief ſource of error, | ſo thy 


4 8 Were a juſt e made, it id pro-. 
1 5 bably be found, that tho/e alſenters are far more numerous than our 
. nonconforming brakras, who, from motives of a very different kind, 
_ diffent from the church, and unite in a way of worſhip, to them at 
leaſt, more ſimple and ſer: iptural. Theſe are formall) bf 
with, and avithin the pale of the church eflabliſhed by lau. Inſtead of 
fe kroubling themſelves about, or refſecting upon, diſſenters, would it 
not be more wife, humane, and chriſtian, for every biſhop in his dio- 
ceeſe, and every clergyman in his pariſh, to attempt the converſion 
of their ab/enting brethren? Have not the Methodiſts, as well as 
ſome Proteſtant D ienting mini nifters, ſucceſsfully addreſſed theſe? And 
what fruits might a clergyman; itinerant in his pariſh, like the late 
Mr Grimſhaw, expect? The Methodiſts, however, to their honour 
be it ſpoken, have been the molt aſſiduous herein, and it is hoped. . 
chat their zeal will not abate. So far as truth, righteouſneſs, piety, 
and virtue, is their object, the author muſt wiſh them ſucceſs. But 
What ſhall we think of the man, who, inſtead of going after theſe loſt 


; rr in the wilderbeſs, finds fault with, and rails t thoſe who 
40 2 . 
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fnedns of Knowledge are moſt likely to deftioy 
The objection however is very improper in the Kan ; 4 

| bf a proteſtant. There are at this very day, at the 
_ concluſion of the eighteenth century, churches and 
ſſtates in Europe, who dread the light of knowledge. 
But that any people who ſeriouſly profeſs a revealed 
religion, committed to writing for the inſpection of If 
all, ſhould make it, is ſurpriſing indeed. There 
are many dangerous errors in the world, and proba. 
bly will be to the end of time. Truth, however, 
has nothing to fear from difcuſfion. It has and will 
| have its friends as well as its enemies. It has the 
faithful promife of God for its ſupport, and ſhalt 
| finally prevail. The beſt antidote againſt error, is 


a 2 idea of che truth, and a ſupreme love to 


So far therefore from diminiſhing our atten; 


ti to reading, the errors that are abroad ſhould 
= quicken and increaſe our diligence, It is the igno- 
rant and unwary who are carried about with every 
bind of doctrine by the feeight of men and cunning craf- 
Tine ſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive. | Theſe are 72 
the unſtable ſouls who fall a prey to error, infidelity Ke 
and delufion. Thoſe who are well inſtructed in the 


85 law of God, hold faſt the form of ſound words, their | 


confidence, and the e of their nope, firm unt 0 9 
. end. . 


Want of. time is an + h Which lr . 


may probably make. Jris granted that ſome have 
much more time for reading than others. Vet 
were ſervants and apprentices, who have the leaſt, 
bur provident, they would find ſome moments for 15 
improving their minds: and all humane maſters 
: will chearfully allow them opportunities for this 


. 


( DL 


pur pole. I am, however, perſuaded; that thoſe Who 
bave been witneſſes to the prodigious numbers of 
all ranks and ages that attend places of recreation 
and amuſement, and all the numberlefs contrivances 
of the artfal and ſelſi h, for duping the idle and un- 
wary of their property, at the expence of their 
time and their morals; and who know alſo how, 
and-in what manner, both in cities, villages, and 
even country places, great numbers ſpend their ſab- 
| baths and vacations; will ſoon be convinced how lit- 
tle foundation there is for this objection. I ſhall there- 
fore only add, that if any of you fhould make it, and 
| will keep an exact journal of your time for one month 
only, ſhould you find none forthis purpoſe, that I wil! 
lheneither allow the objection in its full force, or put 
you into a better method of arranging your buſineſs. | 
4. Thelaſt objection, worth noticing, is, the ex- 
pence of books, which Pare n are not able | 


Pre 


1 grant the objedion i is PORE and diſcourage : 
” ing to many. But whatever this may be amongſt. 1 
others, it can never be a ſufficient objection i in this 
5 congregation, while the Book Society ſubſiſts. This 
ſociety is ſo wiſely and benevolently conſtituted, => 
that by a {mall monthly payment, almoſt every one 
fo Ciſpoſed, may have accels to a library always in- 
_ creaſing ; and the helpleſs orphan, and indigent lun, 


will be allowed to read gratis, 


Having, [ preſume, ſufficiently. explained, 64 
8 given the reaſons of this obligation, and replied 10 


: the principal objections, I proceed, 


Il. To give you ſome directions i 0 
proper and. afvanpageous uſe of your books, Here 8 
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1 
I wall be ſhort, believing a few rules, if well digeſt. 


ed, are preferable to a multitude, == 
1. My firſt advice is addreſſed to the book: focieth 


5 You have already formed certain regulations jor the 


conducting of your affairs, and to theſe I wiſh you to 


pay a conſtant attention. I hey are all of them ne- 
ceſſary, and aroſe out of your wants. They were 


_ eſtabliſhed by a common conſent ; and each member | 
is to be acquainted with them at his admiſſion.— 
Should you ever diſpenſe with them, you may looæ 


upon it as a prelude to ruin, which nothing, but your 


returning to them, can prevent. For inſtance, ſhould 
ſome cunning individual be allowed 10 introduce 
what books he chooſed, inſtead of religious truth 


and righteouſneſs, your library might become a | 
mere collection of fables, of ſuperſtition, or of ro- 


mance. Should another be allowed to keep them 
any length of time, or uſe them in what manner he 


would, without fine or reprehenſion, your property 
would be waſted, or embezzled, and yourlelves de- 


: prived of i its uſe. Be therefore exceedingly careful 
to obſerve and enforce attention to your neceſſary 


: Tegulations. Every good man is a friend to order. ” 


2. My next direction, though in its application 

ol peculiar concern to this lociety, is equally neceſ- 
ſary to be obſeryved by all who read; Imean a proper 
choice of books, Without this you may read to little 


* purpoſe, or what may fruſtrate the very ends 3 


reading. It is, I confeſs, a delicate ſubject, and + 7 
Would rather give you a few general rules, that may 
lead you to think, judge, and chooſe for yourſelves, f 
| ng aſſume the office of a director! in Wit particus 5 


1. 


TS 


am now recommending, or of ſuch as improve our 


minds in the knowledge and practice of it. With 


others we have no concern at preſent. A little atten- 
tion to your own ſtate, and religious character, —a 


due regard to improve your time to the beſt purpo- 
| ſes, —ever keeping in view the moſt obvious ends of 
1 reading, — always preferring the moſt i important ſub- 


jects to thoſe which are leſs ſo; 1 ſay attention to 
theſe four rules, will beof more ſervice than any direc- 


tions which I can give you. Indeed the time, the ca- 
pacities, and the religious attainments of men are ſo 
very different, that it will be impoſſible to ye 
any other rules applicable in a general way. 
Some, however, will wiſh me to be more parti- 
fe eilen Suppoſe then a young man, almoſt totally 
Aàeſtitute of religion, ſhould aſk my advice upon the 
ſubject, I would firſt recommend the above rules to 


his cloſe and ſerious conſideration, till he underſtood 


and made them his own, I would then fay,= reli · 
gion concerns you in its nature—truth—power and 
energy the peace which it brings the practice to 
which it directs and the pleaſure which it affords. 
Read your Bible, and hear the word of God, * 
learn it in each of theſe views; and other books ird 8 
1 dab ane to it for the lame purpoſe. e 
- L 1. The nature and deſign of true religion, what it 1 
F is, and in what it conſiſts, claims your firſt regard. 
Several paſſages of the New Teſtament will acquaint 
| you with this. The Lord's Sermon upon the 
Mount, Mat. v, vi, vii. and his Diſcourſe with 
8 Nicodemus, John ili. muſt not be omitted. And 
pon this * I would Pony adviſe you to 
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read Dr Stennett s Sermons on Perſonal Religion ; 11 
Turner s Eſſays; and Mr Fawcett's Advice to Youth, 


2. You are next concerned in the truth of reli- 


: gion, the evidence of which is indeed manifeſt from 
irs nature, The nature and deſign of it being un- 
derſtood, you cannot long doubt 86 its truth. The 
Goſpels attentively read and compared with the Acts 
of the Apoſtles, muſt carry conviction of their truth 
to an honeſt, impartial mind. As however we live 


in an age when many, even in youth, imbibe the ſen- . 


timents of infidels, as you have leiſure and ability, 
and wiſh to preſerve your mind from thoſe baneful 
ſaves, I would adviſe you to read Dr Stennett's Ser- 


mons on the Authority and various Uſe of the Holy Scrip- 


_ tires, — Dr Beatie's Eſſays on the. Evidences of the 
Cbriſtian Religion. —Ditton on Obriſtes s Reſurreftion— _ 
Dr Lardner's Credibility of the Goſpel; to which may 
be added ,—Halyburton 20. the DN e 7 
| Leland s Works. 
. You are very much, nay deeply intereſted i in the 5 
8 power of religion, and its renovating influence upon 
the heart. Without this all your knowledge Win 
be in vain. The ſermons ot the prophets to the 5 
; Jews, and their oracles concerning the Gentile na- 85 
tions, recorded in the Old Teſtament, and eſpecially 
in the prophecies, with thoſe of Chriſt and bis 
5 apoſtles, recorded in the Goſpels, and the Acts of | 
the Apoſtles, will be very uleful here. Read them at- 
tentively, conſider yourſelf as an auditor, and giveup 


your heart to the ſentiments of the Sacred Preachers. 


And here beg leave to mention, as human authors, 
> = Allem's Alarm, and Baxter's Call, to the unconverted,-= 
Shower on Fewer Foe} s T 1 on the Soul of 


Man, 


cu 3 - 


Mun, — Sir Richard Blackmore” s on the Immortality of 7 
the Soul, — Mr Henry on the Madneſs of deſpiſing our 
Soculs, — and eſpecially Dr Doddridge's Sermons to. 
young People. his Riſe and Progreſs of Religion in the 
Soul, = And Dr Stennett's moſt valuable e. pou 
the Parable of the Sower. © 
4. You are much . in the peace md 
comfort of religion. It will be neceflary here to 
ſeek effabliſhment of mind in the grace, and glo- 
rious hopes of the goſpel. Our Saviour's diſcourſe. 
in Luke Vil. xiv. XV. Xxxiv. with 44s ii. Wi 
1 Tim. i. Ta. i. 18. xi. xl. xli. xlii. xlv. lik Iv. 


Mat. xi. with many other places, require your 


_* cloſeſt attention. As human authors I ſhall here 
recommend, — Mr Wallen's Prodigal Son, Or Even's 
= Chriſt crucified, — Mr Booth's Reign of Grace, — His 
Death of legal Hupe, &e.— Mr Bunyan's pleaſing alle- 
gory, the Pilgrim's Progreſs, = Dr Owen's valuable bok 
= on ar 130—and Mr De Coetlegon on rhe 51/8 Pſalm. 
5̃. You are concerned in the practice of religion, : 
in a perſonal, ſocial, and domeſtic capacity; in __ „„ 


of which the Bible muſt be your great director. 


to the profeſſion of religion, the ordinances fn Wor- . 6 
ſhip, the nature, the conſtitution, and communion _ EY 
of chriſtian churches, the whole New Teſtament, 
in its collected ſenſe, muſt be regarded. ACM: 
xæxXViii. and the Ads of the Apoltles chroughout, e 
ſmould be carefully attended to. The book of 
Pfſalms, the Proverbs, the Sermon upon the Mount, 
and all the Epiſtles, will be moſt uſeful in pro- 
moting domeſtic and perſonal piety and aa 


As human authors I beg leave to mention, — 


Palmer 3 P. wee un Catechiſm, — 2. ue 
| _ 


2 goods Letters to White, —D+ Watts Humble Atlenipt, 
, — Palmer's Abridgement of Dr Calamy's Nonconfor- 
| \ 1 71 9 

3 Treatifes of this kind. 


(0% 


Memorial, — De Laune 5 ee other oy 


Dr Owen on Bange ebiebes poland if it be oe; 


} preſumption, my ſmall Treatiſe on the form and ordern 
F a chriſtian Church, — Dr Stennett againſt Addiſon, 
; \ —Mr Booth and Mr Robinſon, on Baptiſin, — Gentle- 0 
| man's Sermon on the Lord's Supper, with Mr Wallin 

and Dr Orven's Treatiſes on the ſame ſubject. | 


Dr Watzs' Sermons on the Love of God, dy Ro- 


| binſon' s Sermons, Dr Evens ou the Chriſtian Temper, 

Dr Stennett's Diſcourſes on Domeſtic Duties, and 
5 Dr Owen's T. reatiſes on the Perſon of Chrift, His Mes 
A ditations on the Glory of Chriſti — Indwelling Sin, Coms EO 
munion with God, and Spiritual Mindedneſss 


6. Religion is a ſource of the higheſt pleaſure ” 


and moſt rational delight, and being well 'eſ= 

tabliſhed i in the faith, hope, and morality of the 
goſpel, as you have opportunity, you may read for- 
entertainment, as well as information. 
cal hiſtories are the moſt ancient, and being atten- 

tively read, will be very uſeful. 


riſon of the prophecies with the New Teſtament : 
will afford much pleaſure. 


eſpecially for thoſe who have a taſte for this kind of 


reading, will open treſh ſources of mental improve« _ 
5 ment. As human authors I would recommend= 


The bibli- 
Hiſtory and poetry, 


In hiſtory and biography, Moſbeim's Eecle baffica 1 


H ſtory, which as a general one. claims the firſt place, 20 
: Burnett 8 Hiftory of the Reformation, and of his o ” 
Times, -— Bennet's Memorial of the Reformation, — 


1 — s Hi ftory 2 the — 5 Hl iftory of the. 
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A careful compa- 1 


(c 23 ) 


Been Sher $ Hi flory of New England, &c. 3 
The Abridgement of Fox's Martyrology, D- Prideaux's 
Old and New Teſtament connected, &c,—Biſhop New- | 
ton aud Biſhop Hurd on the Prophecies, — And the Bapa | 

ſliſt's Annual Regifier, by my very Rath Tues the * 


5 Rev. Mr Rippon. 


In ſacred poetry I ſhall only mention The works —.— 
* of the immortal Milton—of the very pious Dr Waits. 
of the ſententious and pathetic Dr e * of . 


the worthy Mr Cooper. 


Theſe few directions for the choice of books (and „ 
-if you have a judicious, pious friend, take his „„. 
vice) will be ſufficient to enable you to make a pro-; 

per ſelection in your early reading. Experience 


and obſervation, improving knowledge and taſte, 


wall ſoon enable you to judge for yourſelves. | 
1 Whatever books you read, labour to do juſtice 5 
10 your author. Endeavour firſt of all to under- 1 
ſtand his meaning, the nature and deſign of hies 
_ diſcourſe. This done, you muſt attentively conſi- 
der his reaſons, arguments, and proofs, whether or 
not he ſupports his ſentiments by reaſon and (crip- 
ture. Until you are ſo well verſed in ſcripture " We 
to remember the context of every paſlage, i R ©} 
be very uleful to have your Bible at hand in orler 
do turn to ſuch paſſages, and conſider how far they 
. ſupport and prove what they are brought to man- ; 
tain, You muſt always keep in mind that Chrifli. 
ans have no Maſter but Jeſus Chriſt ; that evangelical 
truth is only to be received on the divine teſtimony; that 
human writers and miniſters of religion are only ex- 1 
poſitors of God's word; and that only when we re- 
ceive the Goſpel as ſuch it will work effectually in 
22 e 


4 Lie” > 4 8 4 F 4 5 a — 
- e — — 
à—Z——— . —Ü f «⅛ ⁰—¹äAM 22 : 
ny; : . . 
— - — — 5 — — 


—— . — — 3 


us and become th p pony of God: to our ſalvation, 


See 1 Thel. ii. 13. 


4. Finally, when you d. whack PIR or {bs 2 
man authors, do juſtice to ee This can 
only be done by retaining ſome idea of what you 
read, receiving what you are convinced is truth, and 
applying i it to yourſelves, Great readers, who norte” 
reflect on what they read, have been compared by 
ſo ne to great eaters, who digeſt nothing. It is not 
the reading of many bcoks which will make you 
either wiſe or holy; but a real acquiſition of know= 
jedge and piety. Ever keep this in view; Aud unte 
man he ſaia, Behold the fear of the Lord, that i is wif. 
dom, and to depart from evil is under/tandings,s L fink 
conclude this part of my ſubje& with Solomon's = 
| obſervation upon the right uſe of hearing the word 
9 preached, and reading books ;—The words of the wiſe 
5 are as goads, and as nails faſtened by the maſters of 
1 aſfemplies, which are given from one ſhepherd. And 
further, by theſe, my jon,” be admoniſped: of making 
many books there is no end, and much ſtudy is a weari. 
neſs of the fleſh. Let us hear the kb of the 
dobole matter, Fear God and 10 his commandments : "> 
8 for his is the z hole _ of man, 


| UI. It now. remains to en attention to we, 8 
0 ing, and to adviſe you all to make the beſt uſe of 2 
- . books and your parchments. | hs i 
I beſeech you all, as you regard the lors of God, . 
1 the ſalvation of your own ſouls, to read the Sa- 1 
cred Scriptures. 1 alto intreat you to read, as you 
have time, other books, which may facilitate your 
ET pagerſtanding o of the Aer I wiſh particularly to re- 
25 5 DE com- 


"4 


64:5; 


commend the library, mentioned at che beginning 5 


of this diſcourſe, to the notice of all the congrega- 


tion, and more eſpecially to four claſſes amongſt 


8 Theſe are, 


All luch as are not able 0 Perch a n ot 

any conſiderable extent. Whatever may be your - 

| religious character or attainments, you may here 
meet with much information and entertainment at 

an eaſy expence. You ought to yall yourſelves 


All parents Ad ___ of fathers are much con- 

5 cerned i in the welfare of their children and ſervants, 
and conſequently 1 in their reading religious and vir- 
tuous, books. You ought to encourage their atten- 
tion to it. Variety increaſes the love of reading. Li. 
And our early reading often gives : a direction to our . 


future life. 


To all the young people who have not yet vyailed on 

. themſelves of it, 1 fincerely recommend it, Are 
there not till ſeveral in this predicament ? 266 -- 
What, pray, is the reaſon you ſo continue? Is it 
want of time? of money? or of inclination ? Is i 5 
| becauſe your knowledge and piety are ſuperior to 

theſe helps? Or is it becauſe you are ignorant, ſelf . 
ſufficient, and careleſs? Whatever you may be, I 

am pretty well convinced upon what principles you. 
at I earneſtly beſeech you to conſider your ways, 
your ſtate and condition. No longer neglect any 
uch means of information. If you do, I muſt look = 

* upon you as thoſe who hate hnowledge, and do not — 

_ chooſe the fear of the Lord. See Prov. i. 24,— „ 


To you who are intereſted in this library, and 


: form the book: ſociety, In men Particularly recommend 3 


—_ . 2 Pune 
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attention to reading. lf you do not 6 if any of you 
mould be found vicious and ignorant ; not only wilt 
pour own conſciences reproach you, and your fel- 
low creatures blame you, but theſe very books will 
Tiſe up in judgment to condemn you, and your lat- 
ter end muſt be miſerable indeed. Let a holy emu- 
lation prevail amongſt you, and provoke one a- 


„„ ccc 


nother in the ways of knowledge, to acquire juſt 
ſentiments of religion, to ſeek the Lord, to obtain 


a warm love to truth and righteouſneſs, : and ro * 
1 Zealous of good works. 


- tention. to books, conſider the advantages of read- 
ing.” | Theſe are great and many. : 


Rs; deem many an hour from idleneſs. Time is a pre- 
cious jewel, which few eſteem while they have it, 
and moſt vainly regret when it is gone, and paſt re- 
. demption. Loung people are more eſpecially Ws: + 


table purſuits, and idleneſs. How many hours, in 
 _ theſe laſt ſix weeks, has many a careleſs youth 2 
ſpent in idle exerciſes, which, had they been em- 
ployed in reading, would have turned to good ac- 
count? Do you conſider this? 


: to better purpoſe. — will redeem 15 from idle. 
1 neſs and ate. 


þreſervation from the converſation of the wicked, 
and the pleaſures of ſin. Young people are exp 0 
ted to Fay: temprations from this quarter. All 


1 


If arguments are yet neceſſary to engage your at - 


1. It will preſerve your time from Late, and re · = 


Poſed to the temptations of waſting time in unprofi- 


Employ your time : 


2. Another advantage W Eon reading i is, 5 


* a. 22, 1 792. 


: | places 


C29). 


r OO 7) RS ̃¶ uöX&X&X&.....̃] Ü 3 ¶ ͤ( ... >" <p li. 


Jaces abound with men of this taint; and the 
Atmen of pleaſure in one form or another viſits both 
city and country, and ſeeks univerſal empire. Thoſe. 
who employ their leiſure hours and vacations in 

: reading, generally avoid theſe ſnares. Their arten- 

tion is drawn after other objects, and their eyes o- 

pened to perceive the fatal tendency of wicked com- 

| pany, and the bitter fruits which the pleaſures of 
fn always bring forth. In vain is the net Spread i " 

_ the fight of any bird. The fi imple, namely the igno+ 
rant, believe every word, and are eaſily ſeduced, but 
| the prudent man looketh well to his going. See the 
awful example in Prov. vii. 6, 23. This is a- 
nother powerful inducement to give attendance to 
. reading. It will keep you from evil company. 
" "RE Reading lays the beſt and only ſure ſounds 
tion for piety and virtue. This i is knowledge— 
That the heart be without knowledge is not good. Whats = 
ever is not built ppon this foundation, cannot ſtand 
in the hour of trial. Hence you ſee many haſtily 
take up, and as eaſily abandon, a profeſſion of reli- 
gion. Had they underſtood its nature, they would 
have taken it upon them from principles of faith 
and love. And had they known its worth, they 
would have counted all things but droſs and dung 
for the excellency WW 
This is therefore another powerful argument - SD 
engage you todiligence in reading. It lays a foun- 5 
_ dation, a good foundation, for piety and virtue, _ 
Knowledge | is the only foil in which the delicate = 
plant, religion, will thrive and gw. 

4. The reading of good books is the means of i im- 
E proving. both our F mind and c our heart. „ 
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- We have ſeen ſome BORN of comparatively weak 
| intelleQtual powers, and of a very unfeeling diſpoſi- | 
tion, who, by the uſe of proper books, have not 
only acquired a habit of thinking cloſely and reaſon- 
ing juſtly, but alſo have imbibed ſentiments of ten- 
derneſs, ſympathy, and exalted benevolence, Re- 
| ligion, above all other things, intereſts our hearts. 
Whatever does this, engages the cloſeſt attention, 
and influences our paſſions. And in general, how- 
ever ungodly men may at one time repreſent the 
truly relig ious as cunning and artful, and at other 
times as fools, whole lives are madneſs, and their 
latter end without honour ; though they view them 
- through an inverted mirror, there is a foundation of 
truth in what they ſay. Religion employs and im- 
proves their intelle&ual powers, inſpires them with | 
2 caution, prudence, and ſagacity, to which the vi- 
cCious are ſtrangers. And as they have no idea of 
religious principle, eommunion with God, and the 
influence of a hope that maketh not aſhamed; hence 
it is that they eſteem them folly in others. Of this 
advantage reſulting from à good acquaintance with 
religion, Solomon was fully ſenſible. The zviſe man's 
eyes are in bis head, but the fool walketh in darkneſs. 
— wiſe man's heart is at Pls right bang: out” 4 fats 
= heart is at his left. 
If then a proper aſe of books i improve o our SY | 
ties, and meliorate our hearts, this muſt be a per- 
ſuaſive motive to us all to read with diigrncy and 
attention. „ 
5. Reading in prepare us for FTA I upon the 
Len inſtitutions of dee with dn and ad- 


| | | oy * + Ecele. li. * x. 2% a = 3 


: CE 5 


One reaſon. why ſo many attend 1 public worſhip 


= with. ſo little profit, is, their great ignorance, 


aad brutiſh ſtupidity. Having no juſt ideas of God 


and religion, the goſpel and its various truths and 
duties, they are ſhockingly inattentive. If they do 


lend an ear to the ſermon, yet not being accuſtomed 


| to think, their ideas are confuſed, and as ſoon 
as they depart, forgotten. On the contrary, 
tbole whoſe minds are informed, whoſe ſenſes are _ 
exerciſed in the diſcernment of ſuch things, hear 
with attention, comprehend with care, learn with 


; pleaſure, nicely diſcriminate between truth and er- 


ror, and both ferve the Lord with underſtanding, 
and worſhip: Him with devotion. All hiſtory, ob= 
fſervation, and perſonel Experience, corroborate theſe 
= ſentiments. e 
c „ 3 proper fe of your books will thaw alſiſt you! in . | 

5 attending with profit upon the public ſervices of 
religion. They will not make you careleſs and indif- 
ferent about the worſhip of God, indolent and inat- 

tentive under it, capt jouſly critical, faſtidiouſly nice, 
nor credulouſſy voracious to fallow all alike, wich- 
1 out choice, taſte, or diſcernment. Reading of the 
proper kind will make you candid, attentive, Judi. 
cious, and devout in your public attendance in the 


ſanctuary. And is not this deſirable, and an un- 


ſpeakable advantage? and does 1 1t not © Rrongly re- 1 
commend the ule of books? | 
6. Reading will afford you abundant lopplics for 
En. converſation and meditation, © E 
Our Maker has formed us for friendthip and ""h 5 
cia intercourſe; to improve this he has ennobled us 


Vith the faculty of ſpeech ; and converſation i is the 


very 


1 


; very life of worte intercourſe, as knowledge, reli | 
gion, and virtue are the very ſalt of converſation, . 
vhich preferves i it from wok; and n it the choi- 


ZN ceſt flavour. 


Into what company can the e enter white : 
| the want of this is not felt Among one ſet of cold 
phlegmatic aſſociates, ſolemn ſilence, proud reſerve, 

and haughty airs, betray che ignorance, and emptineſs 
of the mind, and conſume the ſocial hours to no pur- 

poſe. In another circle, noiſy, coarſe good- fellow ſhip, 
oaths and obſcenity, fill the place, conſume the day, 
and awfully proclaim the want of knowledge. In 
another circle, nothing is to be heard but fierce de- 
bate, fiery contention, and mutual oppoſitions, 


8 ; which feed the vile affections of depraved minds, and : ; 
terminate the conyivial hours in malevolence and _ 


| hatred. —In another circle you ſhall have leſs noiſe, 5 


and a calmer current, but what is equally vapid 
and diſguſtful: A cold detail of ſtale news, the ſcan- 
dals of the day, or the dreſs of the times. —And 
In another circle, while all appears ſilent, and deep 
attention is marked pn every brow, the ſported: pa- 

pers employ the hands, the eyes, and the mind, * and 


avarice, fraud, envy, fear, : ambition, and their aflo- 
_ Ciates, alternately, and ſometimes jointly, aſſault 


and obtain the empire of the heart.— Thus almoſt 

in every circle of ſociety you meet with a total ab- 
ſence of every thing that ſhould epgroſs converia- 

tion, and employ our ſocial hours.” If the heart 


ſpeak out of its abundance, ſurely there are "wy 


| treaſures of knowledge and piety, but abundance | 


of ignozance and vice among ſuch people, PS TH 
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A wiſe and virtuous uſe of your books will guard 
vou againſt theſe, and ſupply ſuitable materials for 
converſation upon all occaſions, and with all forts of 
| perſons. You will know when to ſpeak, and when 
to be filent, to receive, or to impart inſtruction; 


when to anſwer a fool according to his folly, and when 
o anſwer him not, leſt you ſhould be like to him, * A 


proper ule of your books will ſupply ſubjects for me- 
ditation in retirement, in our ſolitary walks, or in 


dcour wakeful hours; when we avoid the multitude, 
when affliction ſhall prey upon us, or when cala- 
mity or old age may deprive us of fight and hearing. 
Happy is the man, who in theſe ſeaſons hath ſuita- 

ble ſubjects of meditation i in Himſelf ! Such will be 


-" THE fruits of much reading with attention and care. 


Let this engage you | to pers PORE" books with dili- 
gence. „ : 


The various 1 of 1 are e you, : 
one of which | have fully explained, ſhewn how 
to ule, and enforced from the advantages of it. Re- 


member that it is now the acceptedtime, it is now the... 
85 day of ſalvation. Time is paſſing ſwiftly, life waſt-. 
ing continually, death and eternity approaching daily 

gnaearer. May you hear his voice while it is called to 

day. May you all improve your time and your talents. 


: May you be diligent, that you may be found of him 


in peace, without ſpot, and blamelels, at the coming 


= of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: to Him be glory both 
2 now and for ever. Amen. „„ en 


* Feel. iii. 4. Prove xvi, I. 
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| Publiſhed by the Author, I Imo2s; 
THE FORM AND ORDER. 
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CHRISTIAN. CHURCH. oF 
As * b now remain unſold, a few Editions 3 Pike : 


enlar ed, with an additional Chapter on * Communion of Eva 5 


* 9 is intended. 
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= or THE LATE arvinine AND very provs. | 


ISAAC SLEE, 


Fit « Minifer in the Enghſh Epiſeapol Church,—and 8 . 
| Paſtor of the Bapiiſt Church at Haworth, in the County of York's 9 5 


| ** ded Famer 13, 1784, in the 357 Tear WOW: - ; 


For E * 1s dead, Sd ere his prime, y 
___ Young ” Exrcidas, and hath not left his peer: 


= How or could I have ſpar'd for thee, young bas, : 


7 Enow of ſuch as for their bellies? ſakt 
Creep, and intrude, and climb into the fold? 
Of other care, they little reck' ning make 
Than how to ſcamble at the fhearer's feaſt 
And ſhove away the worthy bidden gueſt; 8 
ZBliad mouths ! that ſcarce know how themſelves.: to told 
A ſheep-hook, or have learn'd ought elſe the leaſt 
That to the faithful herdman's art belon 


What recks it them? What need they? Rey are gots 3 
And when they liſt their lean and flaſhy ſon 
35 3 5 


Grate on their ſcrannel pipes of wretched 
Phe hungry ſheep look up and are not fed, 
But fwolln with wind, 23 the rank miſt ay an, 
Rot inwardly, and foul contagion ſpread ; 1 


Beſide what the grim wolf with privy b * N 


Daily devours apace; and nothing fade. 
But that two-handed engine at the door, IN. e 

| Stands ready to — once, and ſmite no more. 

| | Leewas, Bp. Newt 2. 


